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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
Shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications). All other cases are classified as "disease", 
bearing in mind that under present conditions there would not be any direct 
admissions in the continental lnited States properly classifiable as battle 
casualties. 


Admissions rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseasesof special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 

shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made, 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not in- 
frequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


PITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant". 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/O capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The numberof beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding datafor battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 
occupied inconvalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 
wise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
ability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a 
whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tableg,it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes, from disease,and from injury all 
decreased slightly. Lower morbidity from respiratory causes was responsible for the decline in the admission 
rate from disease. For the week ending 14 April 1944, the admission rate from all causes was reported at 648 
per year per thousand and the admission rate from disease was reported at 581 per thousand both being about 27 
percent below the corresponding rates for the week ending 17 April 1943. 

It is noteworthy that morbidity from all causes and from disease during the first two weeks of April drop= 
ped below the lowest rates reported during the summer and fall of 1943. The admission rate from injury for the 
week ending 14 April 1944 declined to 67 per thousand. This is about the same low level of morbidity from in- 
jury which has prevailed since the middle of January. 


Respiratory Causes: 
The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. continued downward and for the week ending 14 April 1944 was 


reported at 166 per thousand or about 4 percent under the rate for the preceding week and nearly 45 percent low- 
er than for the corresponding week of April 1943. The current week's morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. is 
comparable to that experienced in the latter part of November 1943. 

The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia was reported at 14 per thousand or substantially the same as 
for the preceding week and about 30 percent under the rate for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

The admission rate for venereal disease (excluding infections existing prior to service) increased from the 
low figure reported for the preceding week. The number of new cases of measles, mumps, and rheumatic fever de- 
creased slightly, while new cases of scarlet fever registered a sharp drop. The number of new cases of menin- 
gitis increased somewhat over the preceding week. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND: 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 


A marked increase in morbidity from all causes and from disease was reported from the First Service Command. 
Moderately higher admission rates from all causes and from disease were experienced in the Sixth Service Command 
In both instances, the higher morbidity was apparently associated with troop movements. Slight increases in 
morbidity from all causes and from disease were also reported from the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands. The 
Fifth, Seventh, and Second Service Commands experienced considerably lower morbidity. In the latter Command 
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the lower admission rate from disease was entirely accounted for by lower morbidity from respiratory causes. 
Lower admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. were also largely responsible for the decline in morbidity in 
the Fifth and Seventh Service Commands. 

The highest morbidity from all causes (782 per thousand) and from disease (726 per thousand) was registered 
in the Sixth Service Command. The Eighth Service Command continued to experience the lowest morbidity from all 
causes (596 per thousand) and from disease (527 per thousand). 

A sharp decline in the admission rate from injuries was reported from the Ninth Service Command, which had 
shown a relatively high rate of morbidity from this cause in recent weeks. 


Respiratory Causes: 

Decreases in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. exceeding 10 percent were reported from the Second, 
Third, Fifth and Seventh Service Commands. All of the other Service Commands showed relatively little change in 
admission rates from these causes. The Sixth Service Command continued to report the highest admission rate 
from colds, influenza, etc. (285 per thousand), while the lowest admission rate (129 per thousand) was again re- 
corded by the Fourth Service Command. A sharp increase in morbidity from pneumonia was reported by the First 
Service Command; only the Second and Ninth Service Commands experienced lower morbidity from pneumonia as com 
pared with the preceding week. 


Common Commmicable Diseases: 

Markedly higher morbidity from venereal disease (excluding EPTS cases) was recorded in the Third, Seventh, 
and Eighth Commands. Nevertheless, the Second Service Command continued to report the highest morbidity from 
these causes (38 per thousand). While the total number of new cases of measles decreased slightly, there was a 
sharp increase in the number of new cases in the Eighth Service Command; as a result this Command accounted for 
30 percent of the total number of new cases of measles or somewhat more than the Fourth Service Command. The 
Eighth Service Command also reported a marked increase in the number of new cases of mumps, which number however 
was only about half that reported by the Fourth Service Command; the latter continued to accout for about 30 
percent of the total number of new cases of mumps. The declinesin the numbers of new cases of scarlet fever and 
of rheumatic fever werefairly uniformly distributed. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 

The non-effective rate declined slightly for the seventh successive week and for the week ending 14 April 
1944 was reported at 35.7 per thousand strength. This is the lowest non-effective rate experienced since August 
1943. At least 10 percent of the current non-effective rate represents days lost by Army patients evacuated 
from overseas. 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 
The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week continued at about 35 per 
thousand strength. Thus far in 1944 the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has fluctuated in the range 
from 15,300 to 17,000 and for the week ending 14 April 1944 was reported at 15,730. The number of milaria cases 
under treatment has declined in recent weeks from a high of 2,230 on 25 February to 1,748 on 14 April 1944; only 
27 of the 1,748 malaria cases presumably were acquired in the United States. The number of tuberculosis cases 
remaining under treatment was reported at 1,084 as of 14 April 1944. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 
The total bed capacity as of 14 April 1944 was reported at about 382,500 or about 1,000 more than at the 
end of the previous week, The number of beds occupied decreased to 148,500 or 2,000 less than at the end of the 
preceding week, while the number of "available vacant" beds increased to almost 158,000. Total beds occupied 
represented 39 percent of total bed capacity. There were 8 stations with bed capacity of about 3,100 having no 
“available vacant" beds; one General Hospital with a bed capacity of about 1,000 was included among them. 


The number of normal beds decreased by about 1,000 and as of 14 April 1944 was reported at about 293,500 or 
77 percent of the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 14 April 1944 were 10,166 T/O hos- 
pital beds and tentage, mostly in maneuver areas, while the total bed capacity included 10,854 such beds, of 

which 1,134 were occupied. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals, which has showm a steady increase in recent months, was repor- 
ted at about 104,000 as of 14 April 1944. On the same date about 47,000 of these beds (or 45 percent) were 
occupied. The "available vacant" beds at General Hospitals numbered 36,000 as of 14 April 1944. Normal beds 
at General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since the beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of beds in maneuver 
areas mentioned above) has remained practically level since the beginning of the year at about 275,000 beds, 
while the normal beds in these hospitals declined sharply from 250,000 as of 7 January 1944 to 210,000 as of 
14 April 1944. Total beds occupied as of 14 April 1944 numbered 101,000 or about 35 percent of the correspond- 
ing total bed capacity. Station Hospitals had 122,000 "available vacant" beds as of 14 April 1944, the highest 
number yet reported. 


As of 14 April 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 10,257 beds 
of which 4,129 beds, or 40 percent, were occupied. 
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| 
WEEK ENDING__14 April  j9_44_ RESTRICTED i 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (3) 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
l-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
l-March Fld., Calif. 


LYMPHOCYTIC CHORIOMENINGITIS 
l1-Walter Reed G.He, D. C. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
MENINGITIS-STREPTOCOCCIC (1) 


1-Billings G.H., Ind. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (7) 


1-Smoky Hill, AAF, Kans. 
1-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
2-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: — 
Week ending 4/7 


1-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver Area 


RESTRICTED 


DIPHTHERIA (6) 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 


1-Story, Ft. ’ Va. 
3-Stark G.H., S. C. 
l-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (3) 


1-Valley Forge G.H., Pa. 
l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 


FILARIASIS (12) 


ll-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 
1-West Los Angeles Area 
S.H, Calif. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (2) 


1-Foster G.H., Miss. 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 


l-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., Ark 


TYPHUS FEVER (1) 


1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 


UNDULANT FEVER (2) 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 
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INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (58) 


2-Narragansett Bay H.D., R. 
4-Westover Fld., Mass. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., Ne. Je 
1-Monmouth, Ft., N. J. 
3-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
l-Bragg, Ft., Ne Co 
1-Coral Gable, Fla. 
1-Dale Mabry Fld., Fla. 
1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 
2-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
l-Hendricks Fld., Fla. 
1-Keesler Fld. , Miss. 
l-Lawson G.H., Ga. 
1-Oglethorpe, Ft., Ga. 
1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
2-Tyndall Fld., Fle. 
1-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
4-Knox, Ft.., Ky. 
2-Chanute Fld., Ill. 


l-Kansas City Gen. Disp., Mb 


1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
2-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
1l-Kelly Fld., Tex. 
2-Livingston, Cp., La. 
1-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 
2-Moore Fld., Tex. 
-New Orleans, PoE, La. 
-Adair, Cp., Ores 
2-Davis-Monthan Fld., Ariz. 
l-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
1-March Fid., Calif. 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
1-Portland, AAB, Ore. 
3-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


14-Dix, Ft., Ne. de 
28-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
32-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
15-Scott Fld., Ill. 
10-Coe College, Iowa 
15-Kearns, Utah 


GERMAN MEASLES 


25-Aberdeen Prov. Grd., Md. 
15-Bragg, Ft., Ne Ce 
21-Greensboro, BIC, N.C. 
ll-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
12-Barkeley, Cp., Tex. 
1l-San Antonio, Tex. 

Avn. Cdt. Ctr, 
15-Sheppard Fid., Tex. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


36-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
24-Reynolds, Cp., Pae 


|\254-Lewton, Ft., Wash. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


RESTRICTED 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 31 MARCH 1944 


For the week ending 31 March 1944, a special 
study was made to develop admission rates from 
disease and from injury, separately for cases 
which involved hospitalization and for those 
which involved confinement to quarters only. Ac~ 
cordingly, the data have been tabulated so as to 
include with admissions to hospital all cases or- 
iginally admitted to quarters and then transfer- 
red to hospital. This procedure gives a reason- 
ably accurate picture of the aggregate admission 
rate to hospital and the net admission rate to 
quarters for cases confined to quarters only. 


For the continental United States as a whole 
the all causes admission rate of 660 per thousand 
strength was composed of rates of 598 per thou- 
sand for hospital admissions and 62 per thousand 
for quarters admissions (as defined above). Thus 
only 9 percent of the total admissions were cases 
involving confinement to quarters exclusively. 
Approximately the same proportion held for both 
disease and injury admissions. 


In the two previous studies made for the last 
weeks of January and February, quarters admis- 
sions constituted 13 and 10 percent of the total 
admissions respectively. The corresponding figure 
of 9 percent for the week ending 31 March 1944 is 
lower chiefly because of a continued decrease in 
morbidity from respiratory diseases, which at 
many stations account for a sizeable proportion 

of the quarters cases, 


The proportion of total admissions involving 
confinement to quarters only varied from a low 
of 7 percent in the Eighth and Ninth Service Com 


COMMENT ON ADMISSION RATES TO HOSPITAL AND TO QUARTERS 


a. om 


mands to a high of 21 percent in the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington. The Seventh Service Command 
also had a relatively high proportion of quarters 
cases (14 percent). All the other Service Com 
mands showed quarters cases in the range 9 to 11 
percent of total admissions. 


The most important factor affecting the pro- 
portion of quarters admissions appears to be the 
relative number of small units in the Service Com 
mand. Such units tend to show a relatively high 
proportion of total admissions in quarters. For 
the week ending 31 March 1944, 19 percent of the 
total admissions in units with a strength of less 
than 5000 involved confinement to quarters, ex— 
clusively, in contrast with a corresponding figure 
of only 6 percent for larger units. The reason for 
the high proportion of quarters cases in small un- 
its is that such units frequently have only dis- 
pensaries and necessarily treat in quarters many 
of their less seriously ill, who might otherwise 
have been transferred to a station hospital. 


In large cities where a considerable propor- 
tion of the military personnel lives off the post, 
there is also a marked tendency for treatment in 
quarters, exemplified by the high proportion of 
quarters cases in the Military District of Wash- 
ington. 


The following stations all with strength of 
5000 or more had quarters admission rates from all 
causes combined in excess of 400 per thousand: 


Camp Hale, Coloe; Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga.3; Mississippi 


Ordnance Plant, Miss.3; Greensboro, N.C. B.T.C.; 
Wright Field, Ohio; Ft. Eustis, Va. 
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